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A plan for next year: Taizé  

 

Over the past year, worship in Hicks Chapel has a new vitality, bolstered by the 

creativity and care of a wide range of worship leaders and planners.  As we  

continue this great experiment of revitalizing our worship together next year, in 

addition to the “free” chapel days when anything might happen we will add a 

bit more structure to the weekly pattern, though worship teams will still set the 

theme for the whole week. 

 

Each Monday next fall, our community worship will be in the style of the Taizé 

community in France. This ecumenical and multi-national order was founded by 

a Swiss Reformed pastor, and its worship is characterized by simple, lyrical, and 

repetitive congregational singing (usually verses of scripture), silent and  

participatory prayers, and brief scripture readings. The congregational singing is 

supported by cantors and can include a wide range of acoustic instruments.  

 

Taizé worship has become a regular feature in the worship life of many 

Protestant churches around the world, and the form is particularly well suited to 

a chapel-length service.   

 

As we begin planning for next year, we will be putting out the call for singers and 

instrumentalists who are interested in using their gifts in leading Taizé worship. 

If you are a singer or instrumentalist and think you might like to lead Taizé next 

year, please contact Dr. Hancock at ahancock@pts.edu.   

 

To learn more about the Taizé community, its history, and its worship, visit 

http://www.taize.fr/.  We are also fortunate that there is a weekly Taizé service 

only a few blocks from the seminary, at East Liberty Presbyterian Church.  You 

can read about their experience with Taizé here: http://www.cathedralofhope.org/worship/taize-at-

ELPC.html.  Better yet, join them for Taizé worship! They gather every Wednesday at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Chapel Webpage 

The Chapel program has a new webpage! Check us out at: www.pts.edu/worship. Here you can find all the 

program’s guidelines, links to additional resources, old issues of the Hicks Reader, and selected audio-video 

recordings from chapel. We hope to extend the content of all of these rubrics over time. Check back often! 

  

Evening students worship survey 

The chapel team is exploring the possibility of conducting evening worship services especially for our evening 

students. As a first step, evening students have been invited to fill out a survey about the interest. Please  

complete the surveys by Friday May 4, at noon.    

 

Chapel this week 

This week of chapel worship services will be led by students in the Parish Leadership Class, mentored by Dr. 

Barnes. The services will be focused on the key events of being a leader of the church and its mission, while 

making use of liturgical forms that usually accompany us in the transitions of life. Through the week we will 

move from the ordination vows of “the Reverend Sheepdog” to serve the Shepherd, through a funeral for  

naïveté, to a wedding between the pastor and church, and a missionary commissioning service to a job we 

would rather not have. 
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Monday 

4.30.2012 

 

Ordination Service 

 

 

Ordination of  

“The Reverend  

Sheepdog” 

 

Tuesday 

5.1.2012 

 

Witness to the  

Resurrection 

 

The Funeral Service 

for 

Naiveté P. Barnes 

 

Wednesday 

5.2.2012 

 

Marriage Service 

 

 

Marriage of Pastor and 

Church 

 

Communion Today 

Dr. Barnes Presiding 

 

Thursday 

5.3.2012 

 

Commissioning  

Service 

 

 
Commissioning of the 

Missional  

Administrator 
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